
 

 

ESCANABA AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 16, 2009 

12:00 P.M. 
 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education of the Escanaba Area Public Schools was held at the 
Escanaba Middle School, 1500 Ludington Street, Escanaba, Michigan, on Monday, November 16, 
2009 at 12:00 P.M.  This meeting was an appropriately posted session. 
 

Mr. Gary L. Seehafer, President, presided. 
 
Roll Call:  Members Present:  Willard M. Carne, Richard C. Clark, Nicole M. Dewar, James L. 
Hermans, Cory J. Kuchenberg, Joseph T. Mileski, Gary L. Seehafer 
Members Absent:  None 
Also Present:  Michele A. Burley, Thomas J. Sabor, Administrators, Supervisors, Staff and Media 
 
Motion by Mr. Clark, supported by Mr. Mileski, that the agenda be approved as presented. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Motion by Mr. Carne, supported by Ms. Dewar, that the minutes of the previous Board meeting of 
October 19, 2009, the Curriculum Committee meeting of October 22, 2009, the Finance Committee 
meeting of October 23, 2009, the Building and Grounds Committee meeting of October 27, 2009 and 
the Negotiation Committee meeting of October 28, 2009 be approved and placed on file. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 
The Board entered into discussion regarding the proposed Bond Application.  Ms. Burley talked 
about the meeting with Treasury in Lansing this past Friday.   An application for a pre-qualification of 
Bonds was drafted and will be submitted to the State Treasurer upon Board approval.  This 
application will be submitted not to exceed Twenty-One Million Six Hundred Seventy Thousand 
Dollars ($21, 670,000) for the purpose of erecting, furnishing and equipping additions to and partially 
remodeling, furnishing and refurnishing, equipping and re-equipping school facilities; acquiring, 
installing and equipping educational technology for school facilities; and developing and improving 
sites.  The estimated millage that will be levied is 1.99 mills, and the maximum number of years the 
bonds may be outstanding, exclusive of any refunding, is twenty (20) years.  The average annual 
millage anticipated is 2.17 mills.   
 
 
Motion by Mr. Hermans, supported by Mr. Kuchenberg, that the Board resolves to apply for 
preliminary qualification of bonds by the Sate Treasurer for the purpose of financing the school 
construction description in the application.  The said application is to be presented to the State 
Treasurer for action prior to the official action of the Board of Education calling the election on said 
bond issue.  The Board has resolved that they will present a final qualification application to the State 
Treasurer for qualification of their bonds after this bond issue has been approved by the electors of 
said district.  All Board members have read the application and approve all statements and 
representations contained therein as true to the best knowledge and belief of the Board.  The Board 
authorizes the Secretary of the Board of Education to sign the Preliminary Application and submit 
same to the State Treasurer for review and approval. 

On Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Carne, Mr. Clark, Ms. Dewar, Mr. Hermans, Mr. Kuchenberg, Mr. Mileski, Mr. 
Seehafer voted:  Yes      No:  None 
Motion Carried:  7-0 
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A lengthy discussion was held regarding contracting employee services; if employees decide to 
retire early, in special circumstances, could they be contracted back for their services? This could 
save the District dollars in FICA taxes and Retirement costs.  Ms. Burley went on to explain the 
difference between “contracted services” and “privatization” to be certain everyone understood that 
these are two completely different options. 
 
After much discussion, the Board decided against contracting services from retirees at this time, but 
left it open for future discussion. 
 
 
There are certain timelines that we need to follow as we proceed with our proposed bond application.  
One of these timelines is that we will need to call a February 2010 election by mid December 2009.  
To proceed with this, we must schedule a board meeting for December 14, 2009; our regularly 
scheduled meeting is December 21st.      
Motion by Mr. Carne, supported by Mr. Mileski to change the regularly scheduled December Board 
Meeting from December 21, 2009 to December 14, 2009.  
Motion carried by voice vote.  
 
Citizens and Delegations: 
 
Dan Delong expressed his concern regarding the District contracting services.  He felt as though the 
Michigan Public School Employees Retirement System would suffer if this became a widespread 
practice.   
 
 
Board Round Table: 
 

● Ms. Dewar expressed concern about not being able to be in attendance at Monday’s 
Board meeting.  She was wondering if some type of teleconference would be available.  

 
● Mr. Carne asked for clarification regarding contracting services through the Delta 

Schoolcraft ISD.  
 
  

At 1:13 P.M., motion by Mr. Mileski, supported by Mr. Hermans, that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Marlene J. Valley  
Acting Recording Secretary 


